
In today’s lesson, children will learn about the Wise Men’s journey to see baby Jesus. They will learn three main
ideas throughout the scripture, discussion questions and activity. First, the best gift we can give Jesus is our
worship and obedience. Next, students will learn true faith in Jesus hears and obeys God’s word. Finally students
will learn that God keeps those who trust in Him safe from their enemies.

For the Leader…

Supplies Needed: Bibles, Candle

OPENING/CENTERING PRAYER
led by Teacher  |  Suppl ies :  none |  Suggested T ime -  5  min

Teacher: We are going to begin today’s lesson by taking a moment to center ourselves with God in this time
and space and say a prayer. Begin by lighting a candle for the students.  Say: “We light the candle to remind
us that God is the light of the world.”  Have students close their eyes and slowly take three deep breaths.

Prayer:
God, we come to you right now. 

We are listening to you.
Speak to each of us in our hearts.

Show us our gifts we can share with
others during this season.

Thank you, God.
Amen

Teacher: Tonight’s story we are going to hear about the wise men (or magi’s) journey to see baby Jesus.
The wise men are bringing Jesus gifts for his birth (Frankincense, Myrrh, and Gold). These gifts were
things they could help Jesus throughout his life. We are going to take 2 minutes to go and find one special
gift someone has give you. When you come back to the screen, we will share the gift with everyone else.
Ready Go!

JOURNEY WITH THE WISE MEN

ACTIVITY FOR INTRODUCTIONS & RE-INTRODUCTIONS
Suppl ies :   B ibles |  Suggested T ime -  12  min
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JOURNEY WITH THE WISE MEN

Teacher says:  Today’s story is found in the book of Matthew. Who can tell me where you can find the
book of Matthew? (The New Testament). Give students time to find the passage in their Bible.  Will you
follow along as I read today’s story.

Teacher:  We all have gifts we can share with others. These gifts can celebrate our Love for Jesus and
teach other’s about this love.

 Why did the wise men travel to Jerusalem?
 Where did the scribes tell Herod the Christ Child
would be born?
 How did God lead the wise men to the King?
 Why did the wise men go a  different way back home?
How did Herod act when the wise men didn’t come 
 tell him where the Baby was?

How did God protect His Son?
Where did Joseph take his family to live after Herod
died?
 Which group of people was seeking God?
 Which group of people was not seeking God?
 How does God lead people to Jesus today?
 How can you allow Jesus to be the King of your heart?

Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12 (NRSV)
2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men[a] from the East came to
Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising,[b]
and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4
and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah[c] was to
be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
    who is to shepherd[d] my people Israel.’”

7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men[e] and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he
sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that
I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star
that they had seen at its rising,[f] until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had
stopped,[g] they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

SCRIPTURE LESSON & DISCUSSION

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

Suppl ies :   B ibles and thei r  scavenger  hunt  i tems |  Suggested T ime -  25 min
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JOURNEY WITH THE WISE MEN

HANDS ON ACTIVITY/GAME
Suppl ies :   Paper ,  Markers ,  |  Suggested T ime -  15  min

My gifts to Jesus

“What did the Wise men bring to Jesus in our Bible Verse today? (Allow for responses)
The Wise men brought gifts to Jesus. If you were there at Jesus’ birth, what would you bring him? What
were some of your ideas? (Allow for responses—more than likely meaningful or thoughtful gifts)
It seems like you guys really would give Jesus your best. Well, we won’t be able to give Jesus a gift. But,
we can give our parents a gift. Let’s make cards for our parents. I would like you to write what you could
give to your parents. Now, I’m talking a meaningful gift from your heart. Not anything that you can buy
them, but something that you can give of yourself.”

* Allow them time to make their cards

Retell the Story

Teacher: I am going to read the story again to you, but a little slower this time. As I read I want you to
draw a picture about the story. When we are finished we are going to share our drawings with one
another. This will help us to retell the story and share the story with others.

Teachers will read the story from the attached sheet. Read slowly giving students an opportunity to draw.

See attached sheet.

ALTERNATE HANDS ON ACTIVITY/GAME
Suppl ies :   Paper ,  Story Retel l  Sheet  (at tached)  |  Suggested T ime -  10 min

CLOSING PRAYER/BENEDICTION

GOD CHOOSES US TO FOLLOW HIM!

read by al l ,  together  |  Suggested T ime – 1  min

Loving God,
May we be like the Wise Men, who were guided

to you by the star.
Give us the wisdom to seek you,

The light to guide us to you,
The courage to search for you,

And graciousness to worship you.
Help us to share our gifts with others,

to honor you.
In your name we pray.

Amen.
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